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SF Developer 

Guidelines V 9.05 

June 2011 

3D3.COM Pty Ltd 
 

You can modify existing templates within ShopFactory, using 
Customize Design mode with point and click ease. 

These Development guidelines define how templates can be created 
and customized on code level for website designers using 
ShopFactory 8 and 9. 

This guide requires at least a basic understanding of HTML and CSS 
coding in text editors. 

 

WARNING: 
Do not use HTML or style sheet editors which reformat or add their own code.  

You will break the templates and ShopFactory will not work with them.  
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How SF creates new shops 
ShopFactory uses the data entered by the user and combines it with a number of design templates to 
create a new shop project.  

New shop Projects are usually created in: 

C:\Documents and Settings\ ...\My Documents\ShopFactory V9 Websites  

In this folder you will find a copy of the templates used as well as the Runtime folder, which contains 
the pages created by combining templates and data ς i.e. the actual shop.  

It also contains the database file containing the data entered by the user. 

Back up this folder to safeguard your project. 

 

Advanced themes introduction 
Themes are designed to empower the users to customize a website a great deal with point and click 
ease internally. See How to create a new template and  Theme generation quick guide for more 
details. 

Advanced users may also externally change widths, heights, colours, images, spacing, fonts, etc. ς 
provided the files have been set up correctly. 

To make this possible, the code contains special SF tags, which allows the software to modify settings 
in the style sheets. 

The software contains a sophisticated style sheet editor, which works based on the SF tags included in 
the various files which make up a website theme. 

If you are familiar with XHTML, CSS and XML coding, this guide will allow you to further manipulate 
your website theme. 

 

 

How ShopFactory Website themes and 
templates work 
A ShopFactory Website theme is the lay-out design which defines the look of a website created with 
ShopFactory. It must support all the design elements and content elements supported by 
ShopFactory, as well as the customize design functions built into ShopFactory 

A ShopFactory website theme splits a website into multiple areas. In these areas the different website 
elements are displayed. Some areas are optional; other areas always have to exist, and of course you 
can add additional areas for design purposes. 

Different templates are used to create the content of the different website areas.  
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The Content area is also split into several regions ς see The Content Area for details. 

Some possible layouts are shown below, but of course Templates can be arranged in many different 
ways. 

If an optional lay-out area is not used, the website elements must be added to other lay-out areas. 

 

    

    

 

You can add extra areas around the content area to achieve specific design goals, such as completely 
enclosing the Content area on all sides. 

Website Lay-Out areas 

The available Website lay-out areas are: Background, Website Container, Header, Sidebar, Footer, and 
Content 

The following areas are always required: 

Always required: Background, Website Container, Content, Footer 

The following areas are optional, although you would usually use at least one of the two areas: 

Optional: Header, Sidebar, 

All elements which can go into the Header and Sidebar are interchangeable; therefore you can 
exclude the Header or the Index, as long as you place all elements into other areas. As all Website 
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elements can also be added to the Footer, only convention stops you from removing the Sidebar and 
the Header. 

You can add extra areas for design purposes, for example to add design images to them. 

Website Container 

The Website container contains the complete website ς it is like a parent frame around all other 
website lay-out areas. 

Header 

This area usually contains the following items: 
 

¶ the website title 

¶ a company logo 

¶ the website slogan 

¶ Index 1, which usually links to the special pages such as About us, Home, Basket 

¶ The Search function 

¶ The Log-in for members 

¶ The language selection for multilingual shops 

¶ Design images 

 

However it should be understood that none of these items have to be placed into the header ς the 
header does not even have to exist, as long as these components are placed in other lay-out areas. 

Sidebar 

This area usually contains Index 2. It also contains some Website HTML areas above and below the 
Index, which allows inserting additional code via ShopFactory.  

This Sidebar area is optional, as long as the index is placed in another location, such as into the footer 
or header of the website. However you can of course also add all Header elements into the Sidebar to 
create a template without Header. 

If the index is not on the left side, then the Website and Page HTML will open a new column on the left side 
to display the HTML website areas allocated to this region. 

Website Footer 

The footer usually contains the Website Footer and some design elements.  

The website fooǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ά9Řƛǘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ CƻƻǘŜǊέ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ShopFactory Central page 
and is shown on all Website pages. It can for example be used to add a Copyright Note to all pages. 

However it is of course also possible to add other elements to the website footer, such as search, an 
index or any other website element. 
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Content 

This area contains the actual website content, i.e. your product and content pages. It contains a 
number of additional areas, which are important to take into account ς see The Content Area for 
more details. 

 

List of Website elements 

Below is a list of the Website elements, which are included in a Website Theme. They can be added to 
any Website Template area, as per your design requirements. 
 

There are of course many other elements that you can add to a website, but they can only be added to the 
content areas as part of the page and product designs. 

All Website Elements MUST be included in the Website Template, as they can be enabled or disabled via 
ShopFactory functions. The template is not allowed to control which website elements are displayed. This is 
done via the ShopFactory Interface. 

 

Website Elements Template 
Website title Added in ShopFactory Central 

Company logo Added in ShopFactory Central 

Website Slogan Added in ShopFactory Central 

Index 1  
Pre-Set with the Website Theme. Can be 
changed via Designer. Uses its own Template 
and inherits colours from Website Theme. 

Index 2  
Pre-Set with the Website Theme. Uses its own 
Template and inherits colours from Website 
Theme. 

Search function 
Can be turned on or off via  

Settings | Miscellaneous 

Member-Log-in 
Requires Membership service to be enabled to 
be shown 

Language Selector for multilingual shops 
Is shown automatically when several shop 
languages are enabled 

Website HTML areas 1,2,3,4,5,6 
Added in ShopFactory Central. Will only be 
shown, if HTML code contains visible 
elements. See Website HTML areas 

Content area  

This is separate from the Website Theme and 
uses its own templates for the page style and 
the product loop. Colours are inherited from 
the website theme. See The Content Area 

Website Footer Added in ShopFactory Central 

Website Design elements 
Are defined by the Website Theme template. 
Design images be changed in Customize 
Design.  

Mini-Cart 
Displays the Total price of items in the 
shopping cart. Is selected via Designer. 
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Shop wide Discount Message  

Shop wide Discount Percentage 
Optional ς could clash with text not included 
by us 

Website HTML areas 

In these HTML areas ShopFactory ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά9Řƛǘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ I¢a[έ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
the ShopFactory Central page. The text below indicates the positions of the different HTML areas.  

These HTML areas can be used for display purposes such as adding a signup form as well as to place 
some code, such as Google Analytics or to show additional design elements. 

Any code added to these areas will be added to all Website pages, but will only be visible if the HTML code 
includes visible elements. 

 

    

 

 

The Content Area 
The content area is used to display the actual page content of pages. It is split into several regions. 
These regions will usually only be shown, if the shop builder has added appropriate content to 
ShopFactory or enabled the appropriate setting.  

Different templates are used to create the different areas. 

The content area is located within the Content div. 

Content area regions (page) 

The content area is created with three templates: The page template, the product loop and ς if 
required ς sub page index linking to sub pages. 
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Each page has a right column, which is activated if content is available for it. This column contains the 
Page HTML codes 3 and 4 as well as the Linkbox. The column can be set up like a proper column going 
from the top to the bottom of the page, or parts thereof. 

Content area Lay-outs 

Below are the most likely page scenarios we need. HTML Page codes 1 and 2 would be above the top 
item and below the footer. 

The following lay-outs do not include the Page Description, to make the lay-outs easier to understand. 
However the description must be placed below the Introduction. Where the Introduction is above the 
Linkbox, the Description must go next to the Linkbox. 

Sub-Page Navigation is either placed at the very top of the page (even above HTML code), so it can 
extend from the Website header if required by the design, or below the Introduction.  

Design images added to a theme will of course influence these placements. 

        

 

       

HTML areas have to be cut off in width if they display content, so they do not force the side bar to grow too 
ōƛƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƻƻ ōƛƎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
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List of Page (content area) elements 

This is a list of the elements on a page. The page also contains the product loop which shows the 
product details. See Product Loops and Products templates (More details) for a list of product 
elements. 

All page elements MUST be included in a template and can not be removed. You can however change the way 
in which they are ordered and displayed and add design elements. 

 

Page Elements Explanation 

Details for Search engines 
Provided with the Enter Details for Search Engines functions in 
Page Properties. Creates Meta tags for each page. 

Page HTML code area 1,2,3,4 Uses the Add HTML code function in Page properties. 

Banner link 
Uses the Add Banner Link function in Page Properties.  Banner 
links can be inserted by the user on top or bottom of a page. 

Breadcrumbs 
Breadcrumbs are path of pages listed on top of a page, such as 
Page 1 > Child Page 1 to help with site navigation. They are 
turned on or off via Setting |  Miscellaneous. 

Change Currency 
Usually integrated into the Bread crumbs. Allows changing the 
currency in the shop if multiple currencies are defined. 

Shopping cart 

This shopping cart is hidden until a product is added to it. 
Used only if the appropriate style is on. Style is selected in  

Designer |  Select MiniCart Style. 

Page Content  
Contains the Page Title, Page Description and Page Image 
(Image, Caption, Screen tip). The page title can be turned off 
in Page Properties in ShopFactory. 

Product Loop Contains the product information. See Product Loops 

Linkbox 
This contains links to other pages and products, as well as 
page HTML code areas 

Subpage navigation 

Contains the links to sub-pages. Is only visible if an 
appropriate navigation style is selected and sub-pages exist. 
Depending on the selected sub-page navigation style it is 
inserted either at the top of the page or after the 
introduction. 

Auto-Split Page counter 

ShopFactory automatically splits pages if they have more than 
the defines number of paragraphs or products (See Settings | 
Miscellaneous). This allows customers to navigate to the next 
pages. 

Footer Displays the content of the Page footer field. 

 

Product Loops 

All product elements can be included in a product loop or on the More Details page, the actual 
product page.  

The structure is entirely up to the designer. A product loop can be as little as just the product image 
linking to the Product page or include all product elements.  



Page 15 of 116 

ShopFactory Development Guidelines  |  Copyright 3D3.COM Pty Ltd  |  http://www.ShopFactory.com 

 

If an element is not included in the product loop and the ShopFactory user enters value for this 
element ς for example Feature List ς then the Product Page is generated with this additional field on 
it. Otherwise the Product Page is not generated. 

Product Pages are only created, if customers add content to product elements, which can not be 
displayed in the product loop.  

The Product Page MUST support all product elements. 

List of Product elements 

Loop elements can be used in the loop and on the product page.  

Loop and product page elements 

 

Product Elements Loop Explanation 

Product ID 
Allows ShopFactory to identify the product and places a 
bookmark on the page. 

Product Price As per name 

Discount Note As per name 

Price As per name 

Quantity Box As per name 

Quantity Unit  

Currency Symbol 
As per name. Is displayed together with the price always as 
ShopFactory controls the position of the symbol depending on 
the currency before or after the price. 

Discount Price As per name 

Special Discount Message As per name 

Base Price As per name 

Weight As per name 

Catalog Number As per name 

Product Image As per name 

Product Image Screen Tip As per name 

Product Image Caption As per name 

Multimedia Link As per name 

Add to Basket button 
There are multiple types available ς Link to more details page 
only or actual Add to Cart button. See Add to Basket Button 
Options 

Product Headline As per name 

Product Description As per name 

Options and Choices As per name 

Cross Promotions 
Inserts a link box with links to related products and pages, when 
entered by user. 

Highlights As per name 

Longer Description As per name 

Features Table with Feature Name and Optional Description.  

Slideshow Now combined with larger image, but can be shown separately 

Product Discounts As per name 
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Link to Shipping charges As per name 

Tax message As per name 

Stock Message As per name 

Stock  Level As per name 

Manufacturer As per name 

Manufacturer Code As per name 

Product Code As per name 

Distributor Code As per name 

Price Code As per name 

EAN-UCC As per name 

Design images As per name 

 

Product Page only elements 

While these elements are part of a product, they are only shown on the actual product page(more 
details page) not as part of a product loop. 

 

Product page only Explanation 

Mata Name 
Allows defining a Meta Name for Search engine 
optimization. 

Meta Description 
Allows defining a Meta Description for Search engine 
optimization. 

Meta Keywords 
Allows defining Meta Keywords for Search engine 
optimization. 

 

Linkbox 

The link-box is displayed on the right side of the page ς but only if content has been added to it with 
ǘƘŜ ά[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎέ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ShopFactory.  

Depending on the width of the content area, the width of the Linkbox and the image size in the 
Linkbox is automatically adjusted. 

There are three sizes preset:  

Small (S) = 160 px wide 

Medium (M) = 196 px wide 

Large (L) = 196 px wide 

If you change from a Large website theme to a Small website theme, ShopFactory will automatically 
resize the width of the Link boxand the link image based on the presets of the page template. The 
website theme is set as part of the Website template. 

The Linkbox is also shown if you add HTML code to the associated HTML areas; see  Page HTML areas and 
Website HTML areas 
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Page Footer 

Each Page also has a footer, which allows you load information to the bottom of the page, below the 
Product Loop. This is separate from the  Website Footer 

 

The templates used by ShopFactory 
The different lay-out areas of ShopFactory are generated from different templates.  

When you customize a website, you can decide how many of these templates you want to adjust.  
 

¶ Index (Horizontal / Vertical) 

¶ Pages 

¶ Product Loops 

¶ Products 

¶ Special Pages 

¶ Website 

¶ Object Fragments 

 

Where are the templates 

If you have installed ShopFactory without changing the installation location, you will find the templates 
in the different folders located at  
 

C:\ Program Files\ ShopFactory V9\ ShopFactory\ Templates 

 

Here you will find a number of different folders. Each Folder contains template variations for the 
appropriate type of template. 

The folder .templates does not contain any templates and should be ignored. 

 








































































































































































































